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Behind this…
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We also have…
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Environmental impact of the healthcare sector
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Sources: 
Singh N, Ogunseitan OA, Tang Y (2021) Medical waste: current challenges and future opportunities for sustainable management. Crit Rev Environ Sci Technol 52:2000–2022
(*) WHO (2014) Safe management of wastes from health-care activities, 2nd edn. World Health Organization (WHO), Geneva

Environmental impact of the healthcare sector
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Sources: CastleWater (UK) - https://www.castlewater.co.uk/business-water-by-industry/hospital 

Environmental impact of the healthcare sector
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Environmental impact of the healthcare sector
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A key sector

It has the 
potential to 
“pollinate” an 
entire society! 
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Born Green Generation: 
toxic and plastic-free 
healthcare in maternity 
and paediatric wards 
(LINK)

Aims to reduce overuse 
and unnecessary services 
and improve patient 
outcomes (LINK)

Alliance for Transformative 
Action on Climate and Health 
(LINK)

EU Global Health Strategy 
(LINK)

What’s happening in the HC sector?
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https://europe.noharm.org/circular-healthcare/born-green-generation-delivering-toxic-free-healthcare
https://www.choosingwisely.org/
https://www.who.int/initiatives/alliance-for-transformative-action-on-climate-and-health
https://health.ec.europa.eu/internationalcooperation/global-health_en


Some countries are adopting circular economy strategies, decarbonization plans or 
roadmaps: 

The Netherlands - Green Deal on Sustainable Healthcare (LINK)  

Spanish Ministry of Health - is promoting the necessary regulatory framework for the 
system to be decarbonised by 2050 (LINK)

Denmark has designed a strategy to reduce the impact of the sector and accelerate its 
transition, and in 2020, Danish Regions sat the goal for all public hospitals to reduce by 
2030 75% of their CO2 (LINK)

UK:  Design for Life roadmap - A government’s plan to build a circular economy for 
medical technology to increase resilience, drive growth, realise cost savings and 
improve sustainability (LINK)

What’s happening in the HC sector?
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https://www.government.nl/topics/sustainable-healthcare/more-sustainability-in-the-care-sector
https://www.sanidad.gob.es/gabinete/notasPrensa.do?id=6366
https://healthcaredenmark.dk/national-strongholds/sustainability/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/design-for-life-roadmap


Other interesting initiatives:

France: A very advanced Extended Producer Responsibility System for sharps 
waste generated by private households (DASTRI). Is the only country in the world 
with a regulated collection system for this type of waste that covers the whole 
country.
Since 2022 also sharps that are WEEE! (LINK)

Others: Refurbished medical equipment and devices, ambulances.

A huge number of initiatives and actions being implemented by different 
hospitals and HC centres.

What’s happening in the HC sector?
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https://www.dastri.fr/


It’s now…
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EMAS in the HC sector
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EMAS in the HC sector
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EMAS in the HC sector
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EMAS in the HC sector
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EMAS in the HC sector
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Visit the EMAS website!

https://green-business.ec.europa.eu/eco-management-and-audit-scheme-emas_en
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Take the green step!

Thank you!
info@clubemas.cat
Clubemas.cat

mailto:info@clubemas.cat
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